THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

Revelation 1:1-3 
1:1a
I.
The Book of Revelation is a Revelation




A.
It uncovers something hidden.

B. It is written in the apocalyptic genre.





1:1 is patterned after Daniel 2:28-30, 45-47

404 vv. in Revelation:

518 references to other vv. In Bible, but not one direct quotation




The point is not new information, but a revived imagination.

Principles of Biblical Interpretation
· Use common sense!

· Determine author’s intent.

· What did it mean to first hearers?

· Apply to analogous current circumstances.

· Use the analogy of Scripture.

Principles for Interpreting Apocalyptic
· Take the genre seriously --- not always literally.

· Consult O.T. apocalyptic for meaning of symbols.

· Consider vision as a whole.

· Don’t insist on chronological order.

· Focus on the main ideas.

· Sing in a lower key!

1:1b
II.
The Book is a Divine Revelation
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1:1c

III.
The Book is a Personal Revelation

 …to show his servants…

· cheerful obedience

· unwavering loyalty

· useful service

1:1d, 3d
IV.
The Book is an Urgent Revelation




…what must soon take place,

…for the time is near.

cf. II Peter 3:8; Mark 1:15

1:1e, 2

V.
The Book is a Pastoral Revelation




…to his servant John, who testifies…




Similarities to other apocalyptic:

· Agency of angels

· Lurid colors

· Bizarre symbols

Dissimilarities to other apocalyptic:

· Gives real author’s name

· Demands moral response

…the words of this prophecy…

1:3

VI.
The Book is a Blessed Revelation

A. The one who reads
B. The one who hears
C. The one who keeps
Why Climb?

“You cannot stay on the summit forever, you have to come down again.   So why bother in the first place?

 “Just this:  What is above knows what is below, but what is below does not know what is above.

  “One climbs, one sees.  One descends, one sees no longer, but one has seen.

  “There is an art of conducting one’s self in the lower regions by the memory of what one saw higher up.  What one can no longer see, one can at least still know.”







---- Rene Daumal
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