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I.
We shall face violent opposition to the Gospel.
“About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church.”
cf. Matthew 5:10-12; Mark 10:30; Acts 45:41; 14:22; II Tim. 3:12; Heb. 10:34; James 1:2; 



I Peter 1:6; 3:14; 4:12-19  
12:2
II.
Some disciples will face martyrdom for their faith.
“He killed James the brother of John with the sword…”
cf. Romans 8:36






• OT prophets

cf. Hebrews 11:32-38



• John the Baptist

cf. Matthew 14:1-12



• Stephen


cf. Acts 6:8-7:60



• The apostles

cf. John 21:18-23; II Tim 4:6-8



• Leaders of the early church
cf. Rev. 20:4



• Many today

cf. Romans 12:1, 2
12:3-17
III.
 Some disciples will escape martyrdom.


:3

A.  The charges are unjust.




“…and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also.”



cf. Matthew 26:59; I Peter 4:15
:4

B.  The powers against us are great.





“And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people.”




cf. Ephesians 6:10-13
:5-17

C.  The power of God is greater.





cf. I John 4:4
:5

1.
Often exercised through prayer.





“So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.”




cf. Daniel 6:10; Philippians 4:6, 7
:6

2.
Often without our initiative.





“Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers….”




cf. Exodus 14:13, 14; Deut. 20:4; Josh. 10:13, 14, 42; I Sam. 17:45-47; II Chron. 20:13-17; Neh. 4:20; Isa. 41:10, 13, 14; Eph. 2: 8,9
:7-11

3.
Sometimes through miraculous intervention.





“And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him… and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his hands. And the angel said to him, ‘Dress yourself and put on your sandals.’ …. And he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’  And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. When Peter came to himself, he said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’”
:12-17

4.
Sometimes beyond the church’s belief.






“They said to her, ‘You are out of your mind.’”




cf. Acts 9:21, 26
12:18-24
 IV.
 God will vindicate His servants.


:18, 19


A.  Our abusers will perish.

“And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death.




cf. Gen. 12:3; Isa. 54:17; II Cor. 2:15, 16
:20-23


B.  Our persecutors will be judged.






“Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last.”





cf.  Rev. 19:11-21
:24


C.  Our mission will flourish.






“But the word of God increased and multiplied.”





cf. Matt. 16:18
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