
Defending the Faith: Before the Clergy
Acts 22:30-23:11
April 12, 2012
22:30-  

I.
Our defense of the gospel demands a holy life.
  23:5
22:30-23:1

A.  We must have clean consciences.


“And looking intently at the council, Paul said, ‘Brothers, I have lived my life before God in all good conscience up to this day.’”


Our consciences are:


• Important


cf. Acts 24:16; Romans 2:15; 13:15; II Corinthians 1:12; 4:2


• Imperfect








cf. I Corinthians 8:7-13; 4:4; Hebrews 10:22; 13:18; I Peter 3:21
23:2-3

B.  We must know the Word of God.



“And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth.  Then Paul said to him, ‘God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall!  Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be struck?’”


cf. Leviticus 19:15; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 119:11; Colossians 3:16; II Timothy 2:15; 3:16 
    :4-5

C.  We must respect God-ordained authorities.
“Those who stood by said, ‘Would you revile God’s high priest?’ And Paul said, ‘I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’”

cf. Exodus 22:28; I Samuel 24:6, 10; 26:9, 11, 16, 23; Romans 13:1-7; I Peter 2:13-17
   :6-11
II.  Our defense of the gospel demands discernment.
:6a

A.  We must discern the openness of our hearers.
“Now when Paul perceived that one part were Saducees and the other Pharisees…”



cf. Matthew 7:6; 10:14; Acts 13:46; 18:6; Titus 3:10, 11
:6b

B.  We must speak the truth relevantly.
“…he cried out in the council, ‘Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees.  It is with respect to the hope of the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.’”
cf. ESV Study Bible, pp. 1799-1800
:7-11

C.  We must be willing to wait for a better day.
“And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Saducees, and the assembly was divided…. The following night the Lord stood by him and said, ‘Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.’”
cf. Acts 28:30-31
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