Standing Firm in the Faith

Lead Other Men:  Check Your Heart
I Peter 5:1-4
February 14, 2008
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I.
Standing Firm Requires Godly Leadership

A.
The Church Has Leaders



“To the elders among you, I appeal...”



cf. Acts 20:17-38; I Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; Acts  6:1-7


B.
The Elders Share with the Apostles

“...as a fellow elder, a witness...and one who will also share in the glory to be revealed...”


1.  The witness of Christ’s sufferings



2.  The glory to be revealed
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II.
Godly Leaders Must Shepherd God’s People

A.
Shepherd


“Be shepherds...”
· Gather

cf. Ezekiel 34:11-16; Luke 15:3-7
· Feed
cf. John 20:15-17

· Guard
cf. Acts 20:28-31

· Lead
cf. Psalm 23; John 10:1-10

The Essential Components of Effective Leadership:

· Set the example

· Love the followers

· Communicate the vision

· Manage the process


B.
Shepherd God’s Flock


“...of God’s flock...”


1.  They are not yours



2.  They are His


C.
Shepherd God’s Flock Under Your Care


“...God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers...”



1.  God has given you a “flock”



2.  You must shepherd them
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III.
God’s Shepherds Must Have Godly Attitudes


A.  Willing
“...not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be...”


cf. Romans 12:1,2


B.  Eager


“...not greedy for money, but eager to serve...”


cf. I Timothy 3:1
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C.  Exemplary



“...not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”



cf. I Corinthians 4:16; 11:1; Philippians 3:17; 4:9; I Thessalonians 1:6; 




II Thessalonians 3:7, 9

5:4
IV.
Godly Leaders will Receive God’ Reward


A.  When?


“And when the Chief Shepherd appears...”

B.  What?



“...you will receive the crown of glory...”

C.  For How Long?



“...that will never fade away.”
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