Standing Firm in the Faith:  Take A Firm Stand
Live A Communal Life
I Peter 2:4-10
2:4, 5
I.
Through Christ We Become A Magnificent Community
2:4
A.
It all begins with Jesus


“As you come to Him, the living Stone…”
1. He is rejected by men



2. He is chosen and precious to God
2:5
B.
God builds us into Jesus


“…you also, like living stones, are being built…”

1. Spiritual house
2. Holy priesthood

a. offering spiritual sacrifices

b. acceptable to God through Jesus Christ
2:6-10
II.
The Old Testament Foretold It


“For in Scripture it says…”
2:6

A.
Only God’s Temple is indestructible
“See, I lay a stone in Zion…”
cf. Isaiah 28:16

1. He establishes His Temple


cf. Matthew 16:18
2. He chooses the Cornerstone
3. We must put our trust in Him
2:7-10
B.
Only those who believe in Jesus are indestructible


“Now to you who believe…But to those who do not believe…”
2:7a

1.
God divides humanity by their response to Jesus



“…this Stone is precious…rejected…”

2:7b
2.
God has reversed the judgment of men



“The Stone the builders rejected has become the capstone”



cf. Psalm 118:22; Matthew 21:33-42; Acts 4:8-12, 27-28

2:8
3.
God judges those who reject the Cornerstone



“A stone that causes men to stumble…”



cf. Isaiah 8:14

a. They don’t believe because they don’t obey

b. They were destined for judgment
2:9, 10
4.
Those who believe in Jesus become the people of God



“But you are…”

a. Our identity is the new Israel

· Chosen people

· Royal priesthood

· Holy nation

· People belonging to God




cf. Exodus 19:6; Deuteronomy 7:6

b. Our mission is to praise God

“that you may declare the praises of him…”
· Worship

· Evangelism

c. Our background is bleak
“Once you were not a people…once you had not received mercy…”

cf. Hosea 1:6, 9-10; 2:23
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