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Seven truths we have learned so far in I Peter about suffering:


1.  All Christians are called to suffer (1:6; 2:21)


2.  Suffering is only for a little while (1:6)


3.  Our sufferings vary (1:6)


4.  Our sufferings refine our faith (1:7; 4:1)


5.  Our sufferings result in praise to God and joy for us (1:7, 8)


6.  Our example is Christ (2:21-25)


7.  We are blessed by our sufferings (3:14)

Now, Peter completes the picture:
4:12
I.
Expect suffering


“...do not be surprised...”
4:13, 14
II.
Rejoice in suffering for His Name
4:13a
A.
It is a participation in Christ


“...you participate in the sufferings of Christ...”
4:13b
B.
Your joy at the end will be greater


“...so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”
4:14
C.
Insult = blessing:

· Spirit of glory
· Spirit of God
4:15, 16
III.
Turn your suffering into praise


“...but praise God that you bear that name.”
4:15

A.  Do not earn your suffering


“If you suffer, it should not be as a...”
· murderer

· thief

· criminal

· meddler

4:16

B.  Do not be ashamed of your suffering


 “...do not be ashamed...”
4:17, 18
IV.
Receive your sufferings as a warning to the unbelievers

4:17a

A.  God begins with us



“...it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God...”

4:17b, 18
B.  God will deal with them later



“...what will the outcome be...”



cf. Proverbs 11:31

4:19
V.
Your sufferings must not hinder your progress



A. Commit yourself to Him



1.  He is Creator and Sustainer




“...those who suffer according to God’s will...Creator...”



2.  He is faithful to you




“...faithful Creator...”


B. Continue to do good
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