Standing Firm in the Faith:
Find True Happiness
II Peter 1:1, 2
March 20, 2008
Background on II Peter


Who wrote it?


When?


To whom?


Why?


1.
Knowledge of Christ leads to personal growth 
1:1-11



2.
True knowledge comes from true teaching
1:12-21



3.
False teaching is corrupting the Church

2:1-22



4.
Belief in God’s final judgment leads to godliness   3:11-18
1:1a

I.

We must receive the Bible as the Word of God.




A. Its authors are His servants.




“Simon Peter, a servant, …”




cf. Exo. 32:13; Deut. 9:27, 34:5; I Sam. 3:9,10; 17:32; Rom. 1:1; James 1:1; Jude 1





B. Its authors are His messengers.

“Simon Peter, …apostle of Jesus Christ.”

cf. Mt. 3:13-19; Acts 1:21-26; 2 Pet. 3:2, 15-16

1:1b

II.
The Bible is received by faith.





A. Our faith is a gift.




“To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ…”





cf. Eph. 2:8; Phil 1:29




cf. Psa 31:1; Isa 42:6; 45:13; 51:5-8





B. Our faith is precious.


“…have received a faith as precious as ours.”

1:2

III.
Our faith leads to true happiness.




A. Great blessing



“Grace and peace be yours…”



cf. I Pet. 1:2





B. Abundant blessing
“…in abundance…”
cf. Jn. 10:10
C. Unique blessing
“…through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”
cf. 3:18
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