Standing Firm in the Faith:

Listen to Correction

II Peter 1:12-21

April 10, 2008

Genuine Faith Leads to Growing Faith

· “You believe that there is one God? Good! Even the demons believe – and they shudder.”  
James 2:19
· “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.”


II Peter 1:10
· “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you –unless, of course, you fail the test?” 

II Corinthians 13:5

Three clarifying questions:
1. What is Peter saying?
2. Why does it matter?
3. How do I apply it to my life?
1:12-15
I.  Hold on to what you have learned
1:12
A.  Remind you
“I will always remind you of these things…” 

“God rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up; he led them through the depths as through a desert. He saved them from the hand of the foe; from the hand of the enemy he redeemed them. Then, they believed his promises and sang his praise.  But they soon forgot what he had done...”
Psalm 106:9-10, 12-13a
1:13
B.  Refresh your memory
“I think it is right to refresh your memory…”

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
Romans 12:2

“We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”
Hebrews 2:1
1:15
C.  Remember these things
“I will see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things.”

“The Counselor, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  
John 14:26

· We all suffer memory problems:
1. We forget what we are supposed to remember.
2. We remember what we are supposed to forget.
“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”
Isaiah 43:25
“Will you help me, Holy Spirit to overcome my yesterdays?”  
Dallas Willard

1:16-18 
II.  Hold on to what has been seen and heard:

1:16
A.  The glorious sight 


He was an eyewitness of Christ’s splendor.
1:17-18
B.  The glorious sound


He heard the Father giving full approval of his beloved Son.
1:19-21
III. Hold on to what has been recorded: 

1:19
A.  Its accomplishments


God’s Word shines as a light in dark places.

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” 
Psalm 119:105
1:20-21
B.  Its author
1:20-21a
1. It did not come from the biblical writers.
1:21b
2. It did come through biblical writers by the power of the Spirit.
Review: 
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