Stand Guard:
Believe Tomorrow’s Judgment
II Peter 3:1-10
May 15, 2008
3:1, 2

I.
  Wholesome thinking is grounded in the Scriptures.




“I have written…as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.”






A.  The Old Testament
“I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets...”






cf. I Peter 1:10-12; II Peter 1:19-21; Matt. 5:17-19; II Tim. 3:16





B.  The New Testament






“…and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.”







cf. I Thess. 2:13; II Peter 3:16; Gal. 1:8, 9
3:3-7


II.  Wholesome thinking will expose false teaching.
3:3, 4



A.
Some scoff at God’s final judgment.






“…you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come…”






cf. Malachi 2:17; 3:13-15; Psa. 73:8-11; Psa. 3:1, 2; I Tim. 4:1

1. With their words
“…scoffing…they will say ‘where is this “coming” he promised? Ever since our father’s died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.’”








cf. Ezek. 12:22; Matt. 24:48
2. With their lifestyles
“…and following their own evil desires.”







cf. Amos 6:3-7

3:5-7




B.
The scoffers ignore some facts.
“But they deliberately forget…”
3:5





1.
God formed the earth by His word.







cf. Gen. 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, 26; Psa. 33: 6, 9; 148:5; Heb. 11:3
3:6





2.
God judged the earth by His word.







cf. Gen. 6:13; 7:4, 21-23

3:7





3.
God will judge again by His word.
a. with fire
cf. Gen. 9:11-17; Deut. 32:22; Psa. 97:3; Isa. 30:30; 66:15-16; Ezek. 38:22; 
Amos 7:4; Zeph. 1:18; Mal. 4:1; Matt. 3:7-12; 13:30
b. with the destruction of the ungodly
cf. II Thess. 1:8-10

3:8-10

III.
Wholesome thinking will focus on the day of the Lord.
3:8, 9



A.
Contrary to human perspectives






“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends…”
1. His view of time differs from ours.

“With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping His promises, as some understand slowness.”








cf. Psa. 90:4; Hab. 2:3
2. His patience is greater than ours.

“He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”



cf. Joel 2:12, 13; Rom. 2:4; Exo. 34:6; Ezek. 18:32
3:10



B.
Contrary to normal experience
1. suddenly
“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief…”
cf. Lk. 12:39, 40; I Thess. 5:2, 3; Matt. 24:42-44; Rev. 3:3; 16:15
2. catastrophically
a.  the heavens disappear
    “The heavens will disappear with a roar;”







     cf. Isa. 34:4; Rev. 6:14






b.  the elements are destroyed







    “…the elements will be destroyed by fire, …”







     cf. Rev. 21:1






c.  the earth is laid bare






    “…and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”






    cf. Mal. 3:2-4; 4:1-2
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