
The Most High Rules
Daniel 4
1 King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth: Peace be multiplied to you! 2 It has seemed good to me to show the signs and 
wonders that the Most High God has done for me.

3  How great are his signs,
how mighty his wonders!
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and his dominion endures from generation to generation.

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and prospering in my palace. 5 I 
saw a dream that made me afraid. As I lay in bed the fancies and the visions of my 
head alarmed me. 6 So I made a decree that all the wise men of Babylon should be 
brought before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the 
dream. 7 Then the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers 
came in, and I told them the dream, but they could not make known to me its 
interpretation. 8 At last Daniel came in before me—he who was named Belteshazzar 
after the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods3—and I told him 
the dream, saying, 9 “O Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the 
spirit of the holy gods is in you and that no mystery is too difficult for you, tell me 
the visions of my dream that I saw and their interpretation. 10 The visions of my head 
as I lay in bed were these: I saw, and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and its 
height was great. 11 The tree grew and became strong, and its top reached to heaven, 
and it was visible to the end of the whole earth. 12 Its leaves were beautiful and its 
fruit abundant, and in it was food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under 
it, and the birds of the heavens lived in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it.

13 “I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy 
one, came down from heaven. 14 He proclaimed aloud and said thus: ‘Chop down the 
tree and lop off its branches, strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts 
flee from under it and the birds from its branches. 15 But leave the stump of its roots 
in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, amid the tender grass of the 
field. Let him be wet with the dew of heaven. Let his portion be with the beasts in the 
grass of the earth. 16 Let his mind be changed from a man's, and let a beast's mind be 
given to him; and let seven periods of time pass over him. 17 The sentence is by the 
decree of the watchers, the decision by the word of the holy ones, to the end that the 
living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom 
he will and sets over it the lowliest of men.’ 18 This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, 
saw. And you, O Belteshazzar, tell me the interpretation, because all the wise men of 
my kingdom are not able to make known to me the interpretation, but you are able, 
for the spirit of the holy gods is in you.”

19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his 
thoughts alarmed him. The king answered and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the dream 
or the interpretation alarm you.” Belteshazzar answered and said, “My lord, may the 
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dream be for those who hate you and its interpretation for your enemies! 20 The tree 
you saw, which grew and became strong, so that its top reached to heaven, and it was 
visible to the end of the whole earth, 21 whose leaves were beautiful and its fruit 
abundant, and in which was food for all, under which beasts of the field found shade, 
and in whose branches the birds of the heavens lived—22 it is you, O king, who have 
grown and become strong. Your greatness has grown and reaches to heaven, and 
your dominion to the ends of the earth. 23 And because the king saw a watcher, a holy  
one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but 
leave the stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in 
the tender grass of the field, and let him be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his 
portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven periods of time pass over him,’ 24 this 
is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come upon 
my lord the king, 25 that you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling 
shall be with the beasts of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and 
you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of time shall pass over 
you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom 
he will. 26 And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your 
kingdom shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven rules. 
27 Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by 
practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed, 
that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.”

28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he 
was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and 
said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal 
residence and for the glory of my majesty?” 31 While the words were still in the king's 
mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: 
The kingdom has departed from you, 32 and you shall be driven from among men, 
and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat 
grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that 
the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” 
33 Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from 
among men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till 
his hair grew as long as eagles' feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws.

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my 
reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him 
who lives forever,

for his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
and his kingdom endures from generation to generation;
35 

all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
and he does according to his will among the host of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth;
and none can stay his hand
or say to him, “What have you done?”
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36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my 
majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I 
was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are 
right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

This sermon was preached on the tenth anniversary of the September 11, 2001,  terrorist 
attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. In light of our remembrance of those 
tragic events, it is good for us to observe how the great Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, 
dealt with his own tragedy: toward the end of his 44-year reign, he was struck with 
lycanthropy, a disease in which a human being believes he is an animal of some sort and 
then acts like that same animal. Nebuchadnezzar suffered with this severe ailment for 
seven years. At the end of that time, he proclaims to all the peoples of the earth (cp. v.1 to 
3:4) what he has learned: the God of Israel is the Sovereign of all the earth. 
Nebuchadnezzar then teaches that in His sovereignty, God does two things: 1) He opposes 
the proud (vv.4-33) and 2) He gives grace to the humble (vv.34-37). 

I. God opposes the proud (vv.4-33).

A.We are a proud people (vv. 4-30)
Observe the pride of Nebuchadnezzar (and there is a Nebuchadnezzar in us all!):

1.  We often live at ease in our prosperity even when we are disobedient to God (v. 4)
2.  We look for interpretations of God's Word that promote our self-centeredness (v. 6) 

instead of seeking the truth.
3. We ignore the clear warnings of the Scriptures (vv. 27,30)
4. We ascribe to ourselves the credit for good things in our lives (v.30).

B. God opposes our pride (vv.31-33)
He fulfills His Word, even when we doubt His justice (cf. Ps. 73). Nebuchadnezzar was 
immediately driven out to live like an animal. When we cease to praise and thank God, we 
indeed become beastly.

II. God Gives Grace to the Humble

When we humble ourselves under God's mighty hand, He restores us mentally (v.36a), socially (v.
36b), politically (v.36c), and, most importantly, spiritually (vv. 34,35,37). When Nebuchadnezzar 
began praising the Lord rather than himself, he recovered his true humanity.

  So how do we humble ourselves today?  Clearly, the most humble act anyone can perform is to 
admit one's need of God's mercy by receiving Jesus Christ in the gospel. 

Remember how the Apostle Paul said: 

 ! For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong;  God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,  so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God.  (I Cor. 1:26-29)
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Discussion Questions
1. What are the evidences of pride one can observe in the Church today? 

2. How does it encourage the believer when he knows that God opposes the proud?

3. What was the counsel Daniel gave Nebuchadnezzar in v. 27? How would we apply that same 
counsel in our day and time?

4. Why is it a great act of humility to receive Christ as Savior and Lord?

5. In what ways does the gospel of Christ restore us when we believe? (cp. to Nebuchadnezzar in 
v. 34-37)
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