
Mene, Mene, Tekel And Parsin
God is repeatedly revealed to us in the Scriptures as a judge of all people and as a God 
Who is loving and truthful and wrathful. His wrath is not like ours: He doesn’t get “ticked 
off,” nor does He “lose His temper” or “fly into a rage,” but, rather, He consistently and 
eternally loves what is good and hates what is wrong. Daniel 5 is a key text from which we 
can learn of these “less popular” attributes of God.

Daniel 5
1 King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of 
the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and of silver  
that Nebuchadnezzar his father1 had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that 
the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3 Then they 
brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in 
Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 
4 They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.

5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the 
wall of the king’s palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. 
6 Then the king’s color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his 
knees knocked together. 7 The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, 
and the astrologers. The king declared2 to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this 
writing, and shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of 
gold around his neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 8 Then all the king’s wise 
men came in, but they could not read the writing or make known to the king the 
interpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his 
lords were perplexed.

10 The queen,3 because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting 
hall, and the queen declared, “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your 
color change. 11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.4 In 
the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods 
were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the king—made 
him chief of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, 12 because an excellent 
spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve 
problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be 
called, and he will show the interpretation.”

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, 
“You are that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from 
Judah. 14 I have heard of you that the spirit of the gods5 is in you, and that light and 
understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. 15 Now the wise men, the enchanters,  
have been brought in before me to read this writing and make known to me its 
interpretation, but they could not show the interpretation of the matter. 16 But I have heard 
that you can give interpretations and solve problems. Now if you can read the writing and 
make known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of 
gold around your neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and 
give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make 
known to him the interpretation. 18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your 
father kingship and greatness and glory and majesty. 19 And because of the greatness that he 
gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he 
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would, he killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and 
whom he would, he humbled. 20 But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was 
hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was brought down from his kingly throne, and his 
glory was taken from him. 21 He was driven from among the children of mankind, and his 
mind was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed 
grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most 
High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22 And you his son,6 
Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, 23 but you have lifted up 
yourself against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house have been brought in 
before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from 
them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, 
which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are 
all your ways, you have not honored.

24 “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 25 And 
this is the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. 26 This is the 
interpretation of the matter: Mene, God has numbered7 the days of your kingdom and 
brought it to an end; 27 Tekel, you have been weighed8 in the balances and found wanting; 
28 Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”9

29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of 
gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be 
the third ruler in the kingdom.

30 That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 31 And Darius the Mede 
received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

I. Our arrogance, blasphemy and idolatry provoke the righteous wrath of God (vv. 1-4).
We sometimes forget that our sinful behavior is not only anti-social but also personally offensive 
to God. It certainly was in the case of Belshazzar. He had been told that the Persians would 
conquer Babylon, and we know from secular historians that the Persians were amassed just on 
the other side of the city wall; but what is Belshazzar doing? Throwing a huge drunken party—as 
though there would be no day of reckoning at all! Furthermore, he drank his wine from the sacred 
vessels taken from the Jewish temple (something even Nebuchadnezzar never did) and then 
praised the gods of metal and stone! Arrogance, blasphemy, and idolatry provoke the righteous 
indignation of the Lord.

II. In His wrath, God pronounces judgment on all the wickedness of humankind (vv.5-28). 

A.He displays His power (vv. 5,6
The king saw fingers, not connected to a human body, writing words on the wall! That’s 
called, "God showing up." The king is massively disturbed. The text says literally that " the 
joints of his loins were loosened." That means he probably lost control of bodily functions. 
God gets their attention so that He can now teach them.

B. God opposes our pride (vv.31-33)
Belshazzar first tries everything he can to avoid having to listen to one of God’s prophets, but 
to no avail. They can’t interpret the meaning of the words. The queen mother, however, 
prevails upon him to invite old Daniel to give it a try. The king offers him great rewards if he 
can successfully interpret the riddle. Daniel, rather dismissively, declines the offer. No one 
can pay for God’s Word nor manipulate His true prophets. Daniel then tells Belshazzar the 
truth: 1) Nebuchadnezzar was greater than he but still humbled himself before Yahweh, and 
2) Belshazzar has had every opportunity to hear from God but has stubbornly resisted. He 
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then interprets the words on the wall: Belshazzar’s days have been numbered because he 
has been weighed and found wanting, thus he will be given over to the Medes and Persians.

III. God executes His pronouncements of judgment (vv. 29-31)

In verse 29 we can see why Daniel and we should not concern ourselves with amassing this world's 
pleasures and awards: they're worthless in light of the judgment that is coming soon. 

In verse 30 we see the stark reality of God's imminent judgment. How quickly the Medes and 
Persians fulfilled God's pronouncement! Here's what we can learn from this: 1) we must be sure to 
warn the entire world of God's judgments to come. As John the Baptist said, “Flee from the wrath to 
come.” 2) we must understand that we have been saved by the judgments of God. When the 
Persians conquered the Babylonians, Cyrus the Persian king had been ordained of God to decree 
the rebuilding of the temple, the return of the exiles, and some money with which to do it! Note also 
in the case of the destruction of the Egyptians or the Canaanites, when God judged their 
wickedness, he was providing for our salvation. 3) we must understand that His awesome wrath is 
exactly what we've been saved from. See the account of the last great day of the Lord in Revelation 
18 and 19 where “the great prostitute Babylon” is dest’royed to the celebrative hallelujahs of the 
whole Church. If we don’t embrace His wrath and revere Him for it, we will never properly 
understand our salvation. This knowledge leads us to walk before the Lord in both reverence and 
also with joyful gratitude. 

Discussion Questions
1. Why do so many preachers and teachers try to “airbrush away” the wrath and judgments of 

God? Why should we want to teach it?

2. When has God made His power known to you in such a way that you were then prepared to 
learn of His wrath and judgment?

3. When have you sort of “seen the handwriting on the wall” regarding God’s judgment on our 
society’s attitudes or behavior? Why do we continue to ignore Him?

4. How do we benefit from the wrath of God?

5. If we believe the message of Daniel 5, how ought our lives to change?
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