
From Clash of Civilizations to Fresh Vision

John 4:27-42
 27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no 
one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar  
and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. 
Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I have 
food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone 
brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 36 Already the one who 
reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that 
for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He told 
me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, 
and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the 
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, 
and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

Discussion Questions

1. What causes us fear when we see foreigners? What is our response when we see Muslims in 
Memphis dressed in traditional Muslim attire (covering for women or the beard for men)? Are 
these responses justified?

2. How did Jesus respond to the woman at the well in John 4? In what way was she religiously, 
culturally, and morally different from Jesus? How does Jesus’ response to her challenge our 
typical American approaches to others, Muslims in particular?

3. What are practical ways in which we can change our attitude toward people from Muslim 
countries, so that we might grow in our Christ-likeness? Think both individually and corporately. 

4. What foreigners do you see frequently in your daily life? What do you think their impressions are 
of Memphis? How do you think they perceive our faith?

5. Share one or two simple acts of kindness you could do in the next 10 days to communicate 
Christ’s love to someone from a very different religious, cultural, or moral background. 
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