Standing Firm in the Faith:  A Study in I & II Peter
AMEN Bible Study 2007 - 2008
God tells us we must stand firm.
cf. I Peter 5:9, 12; II Peter 1:10

Why is standing firm so important?

· For your sake

· For the sake of others

· For the sake of the glory of God
What normally causes us to waver?

· Sufferings and trials

· Hopelessness

· Temptations

· Pride

· The devil

· False teaching

· Lack of discipline

What strengthens us?

· The hope of glory

· The fear of God

· The grace of God

· Love of the brothers

· The Word of God

· Faith in Christ

· Humility before God and men

· The Power of the Spirit

· Spiritual discipline

· Sufferings and trials

Robert Leighton (1611-1684):  “This excellent epistle (full of evangelical doctrine and apostolical authority) is a brief and yet very clear summary, both of the consolations and instructions needed for the encouragement and direction of a Christian in his journey to heaven, elevating his thoughts and desires to that happiness, and strengthening him against all opposition in the way, both that of corruption within, and temptations and affections without.”

In order to stand firm, we need to find solid ground.

We need to know the truth about:

· The truth

· Ourselves

· God

· Our sufferings

· Our salvation

Know the Truth About the Truth

I Peter 1:1a

I.
The truth is received and conveyed by ordinary men.




“Peter”

A. We do not seem to be qualified for this task
Peter was:

1.
Culturally parochial
Mark 1:29; Acts 10:14; Galatians 2:14

2.
Academically uneducated
Acts 4:13

3.
Morally weak


- loud

Matthew 14:28; John 6:68, 69


- proud

Matthew 16:22; Matthew 26:33


- in a cloud

Matthew 17:4; John 13:8


- cowardly

Matthew 27:69-75


B.
We all have only one qualification:  we are friends of Jesus
1.
We are called and named by Jesus


Mark 1:14-20; 3:13-19; 6:7f; John 1:42
2.
We are forgiven by Jesus


John 21:15-19

3. We are developed by Jesus



Acts 2:14-41




Acts 3:11-26; 4:4




Acts 4:8-22




Acts 5:29-42




Acts 8:25




Acts 10:23 – 11:18




I & II Peter





So are we!

II. The truth is a gift of God by revelation:


“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ”

· Natural revelation

· Special revelation

A. God reveals the truth through apostles


“Peter, an apostle”

1. They were uniquely qualified
a. eyewitnesses of Christ’s resurrection


Acts 1:21, 22; I Corinthians 15:8; Acts 9:3; 22:6
b. personally commissioned by Christ


Luke 6:13; Galatians 1:1; Acts 26:15-18
c. infallibly inspired to declare God’s Word



John 14:26; 16:13, 14; I Corinthians 2:10, 13; Galatians 1:11, 12; 


I Thessalonians 2:13

d. miracle workers


II Corinthians 12:12; Acts 3:1-10; 5:1-26; 8:17; 9:32-42; 12:1-17

2. They were uniquely authorized

a. Christ built His Church upon their preaching



Ephesians 2:19, 20

b. They wrote the New Testament Scriptures


II Peter 3:16; II Timothy 3:16; Revelation 22:18, 19
B. God reveals the truth through His Son




“…of Jesus Christ”





cf. John 18:37

1. The truth cannot be discerned solely by reason

2. The truth cannot be discerned solely by intuition

3. The truth is only known by revelation,


and Christ is the revelation of the Father





cf. John 1:18; WCF, I

So What?

· These are not mere opinions, but realities.
· These are not mere suggestions, but commandments.

· You are not a mere speculator, but a possessor of God’s Truth.
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