
One Thing I Know

Sometimes we wonder why it is that Christians think so differently from our non-Christian friends 
around us. Our text today gives us some great insight on this question.

John 9:1-41
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man 
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the 
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man 
who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept 
saying, “I am the man.”10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, 
“The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So 
I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 
know.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he 
had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I 
see.”16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 
But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among 
them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your  
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews1 did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son 
and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened 
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because 
they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be 
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to 
God. We know that this man is a sinner.”25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. 
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would 
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And 
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God 
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man 
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God 
and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him 
out.
35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 
worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may 
see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, 
and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no 
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.
From this text, let us make three major observations.
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I. Jesus sees our blindness and heals us of it (vv. 1-7).
Blindness was a common malady in the first century and it was very distressing. There were no 
Braille books, there were no seeing eye dogs, there were no Medicaid programs, and there 
was no honor in society for a blind person. As we can see in our text, in the first century, a blind 
person, at best, was simply taken to the temple to beg for the support needed for daily life. 
Blindness was used by Jesus and the apostles as a metaphor for unregenerate human beings. 
(See 2 Corinthians 4:4,5). Jesus heals this man of his blindness, showing us how dramatically 
a Christian conversion changes our lives. Healing from blindness was a very hallmark of 
Jesus’ ministry (see Matthew 11:5). In verse 1 we see that as Jesus passed by He saw a man 
who couldn’t see Him for his blindness. This is a picture of how Jesus has loved each of His 
disciples.

II. Our faithful testimony will bring persecution (vv. 8-34)
We see in these verses two major venues for dialogue: in verses 8-12 the neighbors are 
confused, and in verses 13-34 the Pharisees are increasingly hostile. Throughout these 
conversations, the healed blind man is increasingly emphatic about who he is (indeed the man 
who has been healed) and who Jesus is (the man who healed him, a prophet, a man from 
God, and ultimately, the Messiah). 

We can see in the dialogue with the Pharisees that they were concerned solely for Jesus’ 
alleged sin of healing on the Sabbath. They completely missed this most dramatic miracle of 
restoring a man’s sight and his place in society and hopes for the future. What a tragedy! 
When we get lost in our rules and moralism, we miss the main thing that God is doing among 
us. This man who has been healed does not know everything (he repeatedly claims “I don’t 
know”), but one thing he does know: “I was blind, now I see” (v. 25).

III. Jesus uses our persecution to draw us to Himself (vv. 35-41).
Notice in verse 35 that Jesus sees our persecutions and then draws near to us in order that He 
may draw us near to Him. How gracious our Savior is! Then, in verses 39-41, we also see that 
Jesus, the Light of the World, has come to judge those who harden their hearts against the 
Gospel. Jesus explains to the Pharisees that if they were truly ignorant, their guilt would not be 
so great, but because they claim to know and then do not believe, their guilt is great.

We can see, then, that the big difference between the believer and the non-believer is that God 
has graciously removed our blindness and given us the ability to see and that God has drawn 
us near to Himself through our persecutions that we may see even more deeply. We must pray 
for ourselves to have clarity of sight and warmth of affection from our hearts for the One who 
healed us and fervent prayers and faithful testimony for those who have not yet received their 
sight.  

  
Discussion Questions
1. Why is Jesus’ answer in verse 3 so important to us?

2. What is so unusual and so special about the healing of the man born blind in verses 1-7?
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3. How does the former blind man’s faith grow through the events in Chapter 9? (especially look at 
his strengthening testimony in verses 8-34)

4. Why do the Pharisees miss the meaning of Jesus’ teaching?

5. Describe an occasion in your life when you were persecuted or marginalized because of your 
faith, and Jesus “found” you. (see verse 35)
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Going Deeper

1. How does this former blind man’s courage and candor challenge you in your Christian 
witness?

2. How does your evangelistic message to your family and friends need to be sharpened?


