The Wisdom of the Ages: A Study in Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes
February 26, 2009
The Roots of Despair Exposed – Job 29-31
There are things in this life that can send us into distress, depression, even despair.  During these seasons, our thoughts are often just like those of Job:
29:1-25

I.
 We absolutize our past blessings. 




“How I long for the months gone by…”
    :1-6

A
.  God’s favor was palpable.


“…God watches over me…”


“…his lamp shone upon my head…”



“…I was in my prime…”



“…God’s intimate friendship blessed my house…”



“…the Almighty was still with me…”



“…my path was drenched with cream…”

    :7-11


B.  Man’s respect was evident.
“…the young men saw me and stepped aside…”
“…the old men rose to their feet…”

“…the chief man refrained from speaking…”

“Whoever heard me spoke well of me…commended me.”
   :12-17


C.  Man’s respect was warranted.
“…because…”

:12, 13



1. Our mercy

“…I rescued the poor…the fatherless…”


“…I made the widow’s heart sing.”
:14-17



2.  Our social justice


“I put on righteousness as my clothing; 

justice was my robe and my turban.”

:18-25


D.  Man’s respect was permanent.



 “My glory will remain fresh in me…”

:21-23


1.  Men seek our advice.





“Men listened to me expectantly…”

:24,25


2.  Men bask in our favor.

“When I smiled at them they scarcely believed it…”

30:1-31

II.
We catastrophize our present sufferings.  

    :1-11


A
.  The despised despise us.


“But now they mock me,


men younger than I,



whose father I would have disdained…”

    :12-15


B.  The violent violate us.
“On my right the tribe attacks…”

:16-31


C.  The Almighty abandons us.






“I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer,






I stand up, but you merely look at me.






You turn on me ruthlessly…”
31:1-40

III.  We idealize our past performance. 
    :1-12


A
.  Our sexual morality


“I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a woman.”

    :13-23


B.  Our social justice
“…from my birth I guided the widow…”

    :24-28


C.  Our worship
    :29-34


D
.  Our love


“…my door was always open to the traveler…”

    :35-37


E.  Our innocence
“I sign now my defense – let the Almighty answer me…”

    :38-40


F.  Our workplace justice















































































































AMEN Outline – 2/26/09

Page 1 of 2
PAGE  
AMEN Outline – 2/26/09

Page 2 of 2

