The Wisdom of the Ages: A Study in Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes
February 12, 2009
The Search for Wisdom – Job 4-27

The Main Truths

Job’s friends believe:  God is One – sovereign, holy, just and good.



We must humble ourselves and turn to God and ask for His help.

Job believes:  God’s ways are inscrutable.


Our sufferings cannot be ascribed to our sins.


God is going to work this out in the end.


God is sovereign, holy, just and good.

The Main Problems

Job’s friends:
overestimate their grasp of truth


stubbornly hold to a faulty theodicy


ignore facts that contradict their presuppositions


misapply what they know
Job:
defends his righteousness

charges God with injustice
I.
 First cycle of speeches  (4:1-14:22) 


A.
First speech and response   (4:1-7:21)


1.  Eliphaz   (4:1-5:27)



v. 1-6  

confidence in piety  “…you are better than most.”



v. 7

God gives just rewards.




v. 12-16
God alone is holy, compared to Him we are all unholy.




v. 17

accept discipline which is a blessing – God is good in the end.

2. Job    (6:1-7:21)


v. 1-7

I am miserable.



v. 8-10

God slay me before I deny Him!



v. 11-30 
My friends don’t understand.



7:1-21

God doesn’t understand (or I don’t understand God).

B. Second speech and response    (8:1-10:22)

1. Bildad   (8:1-22)

- God is not unjust.

- Just ask Him for help and He will reward your righteousness.

- Consult our forbearers’ traditions.


2. Job   (9:1-10:22)

What’s the use: God is inscrutable (9:1-13)





God is inaccessible (9:14-35)





God is perplexing (10:1-22)

C. Third speech and response    (11:1-14:22)
1. Zophar    (11:1-20)

v. 1-12

God’s way are higher but…

v. 13-14
you must recommit yourself to Him

v. 15-22
and all will be well.

2. Job   (12:1-14:22)

v. 1-3

I am as smart as you, and

v. 4-25

I see clearly the injustices.

v. 1-12

Are you any better?

v. 13-26
What have I done?

13:27-14:22
Why not just leave me alone?

II. Second cycle of speeches   (15:1-21:34)

A. First speech and response   (15:1-17:16)
1. Eliphaz   (15:1-35)

v. 1-16

You undermine piety.

v. 17-35
Punishment comes finally to the wicked because God is just.




2.  Job   (16:1-17:16)





v. 1-6  

You make the same old arguments





v. 7-17

but God has assailed me without cause.





v. 18-21
I need a lawyer in heaven!  Only God can vindicate me.

B. Second speech and response   (18:1-19:29)


1.  Bildad   (18:1-21) – Only evil men face earthly disasters.


2.  Job   (19:1-19)



v. 1-6

You don’t get it.



v. 7-22

God denies me justice.



v. 23-29
I know one thing…

C.
Third speech and response   (20:1-21:34)


1.  Zophar   (20:1-29) – God surely punishes the wicked in spite of appearances 









even if it is in the succeeding generations.


2.  Job   (21:1-34) – Nonsense!  
III. Third cycle of speeches   (22:1-26:14)
A. First speech and response   (22:1-24:25)
1.  Eliphaz   (22:1-30)


v. 1-11

You have sinned specifically against God.


v. 12-20
God sees it and judges.


v. 21-30
Submit to Him and be blessed.

2.  Job   (23:1-24:25)


v. 1-12

If I could get my day in God’s court, He would acquit me.


v. 13-17
But who can approach or oppose Him?


v. 1-17

Much evil goes unpunished all the time.


v. 18-25
Agreed: God will one day punish the wicked.



B.
Second speech and response  (25:1-26:14)



1.  Bildad   (25:1-6) – How can anyone claim to be pure in God’s sight?




2.  Job   (26:1-14) – Exactly, Sherlock!


IV. Job’s closing discourse   (27:1-23)
• I’m sticking to what I know: God will indeed punish the wicked (but this doesn’t explain my sufferings).



























































































Point – Counter Point:


Three Cycles


Job’s lament	 			Ch 3


Cycle I					Ch 4-14	Eliphaz (4,5)	vs.	Job (6,7)


										Bildad (8)		vs.	Job (9, 10)


										Zophar (11)	vs.	Job (12-14)


Cycle II					Ch 15-21 	Eliphaz (15)	vs.	Job (16, 17)


										Bildad (18) 	vs.	Job (19)


										Zophar (20)	vs.	Job (21)


Cycle III					Ch 22-26	Eliphaz (22) 	vs.	Job (23, 24)


										Bildad (25) 	vs.	Job (26)


Job’s closing argument 	Ch 27 
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