The Wisdom of the Ages: A Study in Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes
Proverbs: Wise Justice
December 4, 2008
I. Keeping God’s law (righteousness) brings blessing.


“The righteous man leads a blameless life; blessed are his children after him.” (v. 20:7)

A. Ethics is more important than success. 
“Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice.” (v. 16:8)
B. Ethics is more important than ritual. 

“To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 
(v. 21:3)
“If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable.” 
(v. 28:9)
cf. I Sam. 15:22; Micah 6:6-8
C. Ethics exalts a community.
 “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.” (v. 14:34)

“Through the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but by the mouth of the wicked it is destroyed.” (v. 11:11)

II.
Equally applying God’s law (retributive justice) brings joy. 



“When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.” (v. 21:15)
A. Listen carefully.

“The first to present his case seems right, till another comes forward and questions him.”
 (v. 18:17)

B. Protect the innocent.

“It is not good to punish an innocent man, or to flog officials for their integrity.” (v. 17:26)

“It is not good to be partial to the wicked or to deprive the innocent of justice.” (v. 18:5)

C. Punish the guilty. 
“These also are sayings of the wise: To show partiality in judging is not good:

Whoever says to the guilty, ‘You are innocent’ – peoples will curse him and nations denounce him.  But it will go well with those who convict the guilty, and rich blessing will come upon them.” (v. 24:23-25)
D. Forsake the bribe.

“A wicked man accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the course of justice.” (v. 17:23)

“By justice a king gives a country stability, but one who is greedy for bribes tears it down.” 
(v. 29:4)

E. Defend the poor.

“If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.

A gift given in secret soothes anger, and a bribe concealed in the cloak pacifies great wrath.  When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.” (v. 21:13-15)

“Do not exploit the poor because they are poor and do not crush the needy in court, for the Lord will take up their case and will plunder those who plunder them.” (v. 22:22-23)
“The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern.” (v.29:7)
“If a king judges the poor with fairness, his throne will always be secure.” (v. 29:14)

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.

Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.” (v. 31:8-9)

III.   
Mercifully expressing God’s love (distributive justice) brings peace.
A. Guard the poor.

“He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.” (v. 14:31)

“He who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich – both come to poverty.” (v. 22:16)

“Do not move an ancient boundary stone or encroach on the fields of the fatherless” 
(v. 23:10)

cf. Deut. 24:19-22; Lev. 25; Exo. 22:22-27; Amos 4:1; 5:11

B. Give to the poor.

“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.” (v. 19:17)
“A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.” (v. 22:9)

“He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses.” (v. 28:27)
cf. Ezek. 16:49

C. Speak for God.

“Evil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the Lord understand it fully.” 
(v. 28:5)

“Many seek an audience with a ruler, but it is from the Lord that man gets justice.” 
(v. 29:26)

cf. Matt. 9:35-38
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